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flag, ought to, without doing any violence to their conscience, tender
their loyalty to the sovereign, for the time being, of these mighty
dominions, although, like us, they may be labouring under severe
liabilities. In tendering our loyalty, we but show our devotion to the
ideals just referred to; our loyalty is an earnest of our desire to
realize those ideals.55
Indians in South Africa, however, boycotted the official celebra-
tion. Gandhi's stand was that "the Indians could join the official
celebration only if they were allowed to do so on terms of equality
with the Europeans."
After the coronation a fresh Immigration BiU was introduced in
the Union Parliament. The bill was in some respects better than the
first but as it did not quite fulfil the promise made by General Smuts,
it was resented by the Indians, However, it was dropped for the time
being and the period of the provisional settlement was extended by
one year. It was hoped that during the impending visit of Gokhale,
a formula acceptable to all would be discovered.
The Indian National Congress met in Calcutta in December under
favourable circumstances, in the full joy of a united Bengal, for the
partition had been annulled by the King Emperor's own words at
the Coronation Durbar in Delhi. President Dhar referred gratefully
to "the benefits of British rule, peace and order".
The case of the Indians in South Africa was put before the Con-
gress by Sorabji Shapurji, one of the passive resisters who had been to
jail eight times and was going back immediately in case he was
wanted again. The Congress congratulated Gandhi and the Trans-
vaal Indian settlers "upon the repeal of the anti-Asiatic legislation
of the province regarding registration and immigration". It also
asked the Government, "in the highest national interest", to abolish
and to prohibit the further recruitment of Indian labour under
contract of indenture, "whether for service at home or abroad".